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Newsletter article

Open Your Arms to Those in Need

Between the credit and foreclosure crisis, drop in investment savings, layoffs, and high cost of transportation and food, people are hurting. In these tough economic times, nonprofit service providers are struggling to help the growing number of people who need food, shelter and other basic necessities. 

You can help by opening your arms to those in need. Give what you can to those less fortunate or donate your time. 

“We’re asking everyone to give what you can to the charity or cause of your choice,” said Carole Leigh Hutton, president and CEO of United Way Silicon Valley, which created the Silicon Valley Open Arms Coalition to raise awareness about the critical need to donate. “If you are doing well, we hope you will increase your giving over last year and give as generously as you possibly can.”

The numbers show an alarming increase in need, requiring more funding to keep the safety net from eroding. From July 1 to September 30, 2008, calls to United Way’s 2-1-1 Santa Clara County information and referral service seeking food increased by 55 percent over the same period last year. Requests for housing jumped 20 percent.

Other coalition members have experienced huge increases as well. For example, Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County has seen a 37 percent increase in clients over the last year and a 41 percent rise in the number of seniors participating in its senior nutrition program. Second Harvest Food Bank reports that from July to September 2008, the amount of food distributed increased 22 percent over the same period last year. The number of people served rose 17 percent while requests for food assistance jumped 55 percent.

To learn more about the Silicon Valley Open Arms campaign and ways you can get involved, go to www.211scc.org.

For those who need services or want to help, United Way’s 2-1-1 is also a valuable resource. The three-digit telephone number and website (www.211scc.org) connects users to hundreds of community services and areas of need. The free, confidential service is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, in more than 140 languages.

