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E-mail to employees

Our country is facing a serious economic crisis. As you know, times are tough for many of us. You or people you know may have lost their homes in the foreclosure crisis or their lifesavings in the financial meltdown. 

While some of you may be hurting, we are among the fortunate who still have jobs. That’s why I want to encourage you to open your arms to those in need and give or volunteer your time if it is at all possible. We can survive this economic crisis by sticking together and helping those in need. No one should ever go hungry or spend the night huddled in a doorway.

The numbers show an alarming increase in need here in Silicon Valley, while funding from individual and corporate donations, foundations, government grants and investments is shrinking. Local nonprofit service providers desperately need our help to serve the growing number of people who need basic services like food and shelter, not to mention health care, employment training and other services.

That’s why a group of concerned funders and nonprofit service providers have joined forces to encourage people to give what they can and volunteer. The Silicon Valley Open Arms Coalition hopes to counter some of the fear and anxiety surrounding the economic crisis.

I know it’s natural to keep a tight grip on your wallets in times like these. But think about it this way, getting involved by giving and volunteering could make you feel less powerless. These are scary times, but we all have the power to do something about it.

Please join me and give generously to the charity of your choice or volunteer your time. If you want to learn more about the Silicon Valley Open Arms campaign, go to www.211scc.org.

